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Celebrating 25 years of stirrin’ the pot!Celebrating 25 years of stirrin’ the pot!

 Breaking News...  We are celebrating 20 years of Four Your Paws Only and there has been a “biscuit” 
 explosion! Our FYPO Biscuit Magnets have been scattered all over New England!

 How can you become a part of our crazy 20th Anniversary fun and win fabulous prizes? 
 Stop in or visit our website and learn how!

 1821 White Mtn. Highway 
 (Rte. 16) North Conway, NH
 www.fouryourpawsonly.com

 603-356-7297

 Four Your Paws Only’s 20 th  Year Anniversary Contest!

  New  New 
 Customer  Customer 
 Specials Specials

 A meri G as Propane
 RINNAI DIRECT VENT 

 WALL HEATERS
 Call Doug 603-707-9314

 of North Conway
 Your Hometown Store

 For Your Hometown 
 Special Bonus!

 here!
Now you 
can find 
us on...

Watch for up-to-the-minute breaking news, local 
photos, community events and much more! 
And you can share your comments and concerns 
with us and the rest of our ‘fans’.

The
Conway Daily Sun

50 Seavey St.
No. Conway Village

356-8989

CONWAY — Good-naturedly brush-
ing off barbs that he is a Granite State 
newcomer or even a so-called “carpet-
bagger,” prospective New Hampshire 
Republican U.S. candidate and former 
Massachusetts Sen. Scott Brown and 
his wife Gail and aides made an infor-
mal walking tour in downtown North 
Conway on a warm spring-like after-
noon Saturday.

“Why am I running? Listen, why not, 
right? Why not?” said Brown, 54, after a 
talk before voters at the Eastern Slope 
Inn. “Right now, our kids are out of the 
house and are getting married; we are 

Brown stops in North Conway en route
to possible Senate run against Shaheen
Former U.S. senator from Massachusetts now exploring run for U.S. Senate from New Hampshire

Scott Brown strolls North Conway Village with wife Gail and former state rep. Carolyn Brown, of Conway; and, at right, 
chats with Russell Carmen, of Massachusetts, at Horsefeathers. (JAMIE GEMMITI PHOTOS)

BY TOM EASTMAN
THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

see BROWN page 15

Three arrested in Saturday night ‘melee’ in Fryeburg
FRYEBURG — Two offi cers were 

assaulted and three people were arrested 
in what police describe as a “melee” in 
Fryeburg Saturday night.

Arrested were Harold Fall Jr., 52, of Frye-
burg; Jeremy Wentworth, 25, of Conway; 
and Ian MacDonald, 23, of Lovell. All three 
were transported to Oxford County Jail.

The offi cers were not seriously injured.
“On Saturday night just prior to mid-

night, Fryeburg Police received a distur-
bance call at 17 Old Mill Road in Fryeburg,” 
Sgt. Joshua Potvin said in a press release. 
“Offi cer Mark Dyer arrived on scene along 
with Deputy Richard Murray from the 
Oxford County Sheriff ’s Offi ce, who was on 
his way home at the time of the call.

“When the two offi cers arrived they 
found what was described as a melee occur-
ring inside the residence and evidence 

that a scuffl e has occurred outside in the 
driveway. The offi cers were met with resis-
tance at the door when trying to enter, and 
deputy Murray was assaulted at that time. 
A Taser was deployed by deputy Murray, 
and the two offi cers were then confronted 
and taunted by several intoxicated males. 
Offi cer Dyer was assaulted during the 

see MELEE page 14
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Artistic Journeys                                                                                                                                        Cynthia Melendy

Artists work on display at Bernerhof Inn
As we settle into the 21st century, we have come 

to recognize that the arts are an important part of 
everyday life. For example, a relationship with nature 
demands some sort of physical souvenir, a painting 
or carving, for visitors to take home to keep safe their 
relationship to nature. Hence, we are experiencing an 
increasing revival of art in public spaces throughout 
the Mount Washington Valley.

The newly renovated Bernerhof Inn Bed & Break-
fast on Route 302 in Bartlett has embarked on a new 
role as gallery dealer within its public space, utilizing 
its wall real estate to display original art. This 19th 
century practice is almost ubiquitous in the North 
Country now, benefi ting innkeepers, artists and visi-
tors.

This month the Bernerhof Inn has launched its 
inaugural exhibition in cooperation with the NH Plein 
Air Artists, which is an acronym for “Painting Land-
scapes Everywhere in NH And in the Region” En Plein 
air. This expression arises from the French expression 
to “paint outdoors, in open air and from life.”

Founder Sharon E. Allen explains that painting 
plein air is painted by the artist under the most chal-
lenging conditions: “Even on the most beautiful day, 
the artist must work quickly and competently to cap-
ture the essence of the scene before the sun has moved 
far enough in the sky to change the scene entirely—
in just 2 or three hours.” Shadows change to different 
angles and the planes of the landscape as well as the 
colors, become completely different, so the artist must 
abandon work on the piece and return another day if 
the piece is not fi nished. In addition to dealing with the 
movement of the light, Allen explains, the artist must 
also deal with changing skies and clouds, breezes, 
insects, and animals and spectators, whilst paying 
close attention to changing weather conditions such as 
tides.

Most of the works presently displayed at the Berner-
hof are available for purchase and are plein air works. 
They complement the décor and lend native authen-
ticity to the rooms, including small studio and family 
rooms en suite, bedrooms, and the Black Bear Pub. Not 
surprisingly, many feature bears!

The artists represented at the Bernerhof are not 
strictly from the Mount Washington Valley, but from 
around the region. Hence, the Bernerhof offers visitors  
and residents the opportunity to acquaint themselves 
with the work of new artists not necessarily found in 
this region. This makes it fun to freshly observe differ-
ences in  techniques and new views of the State of New 
Hampshire.

The group was founded in 2004 by Allen, a Derry 
artist, and is a collective of artists from the region who 
are frequent visitors and who enjoy working en plein 

air. The group has members at all levels of experience, 
from national award winning professionals to begin-
ning hobbyists, who get together in small groups to 
paint on location, carpooling whenever possible to get 
to the day’s chosen site. Of course an important part 
of this group is the learning that takes place between 
artists as they paint together.

Members also participate in “Paint-Out” events that 
are fundraisers for conservation areas, museums, and 
historic sites. The group holds several members-only 
exhibitions each year. The group is also host for local 
participation in the International Plein air Painters 
(IPAP) World Wide Paint-Out, a three-day event held 
every year in September. Membership in the group is 
free and open to all artists 18 years of age or older and 
the members’ ages are as varied as their experience, 
which span 6 or 7 decades. (Visit www.nhpleinair.com 
and on Facebook www.facebook.com/NHPleinAirAr-

tists for more information.
When my friend and I vis-

ited recently, we observed 
at least nine different art-
ists’ work on display. Their 
work varies in mediums 
and styles, but many are 
impressionist in style, in 
acrylics, pastels, watercol-
ors and oils, and focus on a 
number of subject matters 
beside bears. Their moti-
vations for painting also 
vary. For example, Linda 
Dessaint from Antrim says 
of her work, “Capturing 
emotion through light and 
shadow, colors and shapes, 
thought and instinct…this 
is art for me.’’ Her inten-
tion, she says, “is to convey 
the energy of the moment 
into an experience for 
everyone.” She has always 
lived in New England, 
and the constant change 
and beauty of the shifting 
seasons inspires her. She 
is grateful for the support 
and love of her family and 
friends who have taught 

her to appreciate and look closely at nature, and at life. 
One of her paintings on view is titled “Remembering 
Tranquility.” Her work has appeared in the Pastel Soci-
ety of NH National juried exhibit in Portsmouth, and 
the Brick Store Museum in Kennebunk, Maine. She 
has professional affi liations as a Signature member of 
both the New Hampshire and Maine Pastel Societies, 
and the Monadnock Area Association.

Susan E Hanna, painter in oils and acrylics, spe-
cializes in plein air work of the land, with emphasis 
on working fast with wet paint and palette knife, and 
on her ongoing love of seascapes and rural views. She 
says, “My joy derives from recreating, and hopefully 
sharing, the pleasure I feel when I see light glowing 
through the leaves, across the sky or skittering along 
wave tops in eddies.” Susan wants “others to also feel 
a little breathless at the way a current leads to the 
coastline, which echoes the cliff line high above where 
the branches gracefully keep the mind’s eye moving.” 
Her patrons, she explains, have described her art as 
“serene”—and she says that’s probably the closest 
description to how she feels when she paints.

Jeanne Maguire Thieme is self-described as a 
fi ne artist, and takes an unusual approach to her 
work. She says on her artist statement, “If I paint 
my dreams, they will come true.” Her art acts as a 
medium for her wishes and dreams, and as an agent 
for self-realization. As a child in the cosmopolitan 
Illinois area she believed that drawing would actu-
alize her dreams, and says that in fact that is what 
happened. She now lives on Pipe Dream Farm in 
rural Swanzey. As she rides her horse, she sees 
fi elds, farms, forests and fl owers from a horse-high 
view. These surroundings are inspiration for her 
art. She works in watermedia and oil to capture her 
dreams and share them with the world. It is her 
hope that as she fi nds her own satisfaction and joy 
in each painting, others will also fi nd their own.  She 
has developed an unusual approach to working with 
watercolors in which she has learned to “trust the 
water.” She has been described as an “art teacher 
turned professional artist” whose unusual relation-
ship with horses has helped her actualize the artis-
tic talents. (www.jmthiemefi nearts.com/articles/
equineChronicle.html) For her, “painting begins 
with heart.” Her many awards are testament to the 
power of her work.

Figure painting by Aline Lotter.

Ashuelot River (24x20 Oil 2012) by Susan E Hanna. see next page
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Ann Jones of Essex County, Massachusetts began 
painting about 15 years ago, and is a prolifi c and 
talented artist who establishes intimacy with 
her subjects. The many exhibitions to her credit 
acknowledge her versatility and vitality. Largely 
self-taught, she has studied with Don Andrews who 
taught her about color and value. Her learning has 
stuck! (www.annjonesart.net/index.html)

Belle Choate, watercolorist, also focuses on land-
scapes. She has painted all her life and loves the 
New England landscape. She often paints for exhi-
bitions for the Forestry Foundation and similar non-
profi ts groups along with the Plein Air group. She 
enjoys capturing the varied landscape of New Eng-
land, particularly the last rays of the day’s sunlight. 
She is a member of the NHPlein Air Artists and a 
juried member of the Concord (MA) Art Association.  
She has three paintings hanging in the Bernerhof.

Aline Lotter has been offering her artwork for 
exhibit and sale since 2006.  Although she is most 
active in and around Manchester, the site of her 
studio, she has also exhibited nationally, from Flor-
ida to New England to California, and has had solo 
shows at the Conservation Center in Concord and at 
Southern New Hampshire University in Hooksett. 
She started out as a landscape painter, preferring 
outdoor locations.  Chasing the light and enduring 
bad weather and insect attacks add drama to the 
experience, she says, and that many good paint-
ings have resulted from the most awful conditions!  
Lately, Aline has become obsessed with painting 
and drawing fi gures and faces.  A lively humorous 
woman who mostly lives and works in the Man-
chester area, she says that the additional challenge 
posed by this indoor subject matter almost makes 
up for the character-building opportunities created 
by outdoor conditions.  A few of her fi gurative works 
are combined with plein air landscapes, where the 
model gets to be as miserable as the artist!

Every painting of Aline’s starts out as an experiment-
-an exciting trip, whose destination is unknown and 
unknowable until “Arrival” is declared.  You can learn 
more about Aline’s adventures on her blog, “Paintings 
by Aline” online. Visit www.PaintingsbyAline.com for 
more information and examples of her work.

The organizer of the group, Sharon Allen, says of her 
own work, “Painting en plein air is my true passion 
and I hold to the classical defi nition which dictates 
that a piece be ‘completed outdoors, 

from life, in daylight’ to label a painting a plein air 
work.’’ All of the pieces on her gallery page were com-
pleted on location and completed to 

within 95 percent on site, with a minimum of fi ne 
detail work added later in the studio. The vast major-
ity were completely rendered 

on location with no further embellishment in the 
studio. This style necessarily renders the work a simi-
lar feeling that the visitor to a new landscape experi-
ences: the fi rst impression, the sense of distance, the 
color, values and shadows of the day. Often, for this 
reason, this informal but intimately rendered scene 
creates a sense of familiarity for the viewer. Plein Air 
is very popular from a buyers’ point of view. And art-

ists love the challenge of it! Residents, be sure to visit 
the many fi ne establishments who exhibit excellent 
artwork from artists near and far. You won’t be disap-
pointed!

Cynthia Watkins Melendy, PhD, an American histo-
rian, studies and writes about the arts, nature, gender, 
and their relationship over time. She teaches at the 
University of Massachusetts Lowell and enjoys the 
tranquility of the Ossipee Mountains. She can be con-
tacted at Melendy@me.com.

“Mom, Where Are You?” by Sandra Garrigan.

“Play Time” by Jeanne Maguire Thieme.

Landscape by Linda Dessaint.Yukon Gold by Ann Jones. Watercolor by Belle Choate

from preceding page


